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but in so troubled an atmosphere it is not surprising that the keenest critic cannot see very clearly. It took a long time for the Fourth Gospel to arrive at a position of great authority, and it cannot be said to have done so before the end of the second century. As for the Johannine Epistles, Renan thinks that it is quite possible that the mysterious person known as Presbyteros Johannes was their author, and he may, for all that is known to the contrary, have had something to do with the Fourth Gospel also ; but the Epistles are not, like it, put under the protection of the name of the Apostle, a proceeding which, of course, had not, in those days, attached to it the slightest vestige of impropriety. To connect a new work with a great name was to pay homage to that great name, as well as to claim respectful attention for the views held by the writer.
In the sixth chapter is set forth the progress of the Episcopate. It is shown how every Ecclesia, as every club, required a sort of hierarchy if it was to last. The very first congregations of Christians were not intended to last. The immediate return of Jesus was looked for, and no organisation was necessary. When that return was postponed, people began to think that, although it was absolutely certain to take